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Silwia Gomez, fmnt, and others at the Long Branch Community Center in Silver SprFng seek to raise awareness ahout the conditions they work in. 

In?/~rn ved Ftgt<s, C 

Jn JTor 1 fgom en? -, 

Mnrc than 100 wnmm and their 
supportcrs hrlrt what  thcy called 
the "2nrprt ~ f h r r i n p ,  in t l i ~  hrrtir 
ry of rhr. IEnilvrl Slatrs" for don1c.s- 
tic workers yr\tcrrlny to k~ir l  Irack- 
inc for a rncnsurc t h t t  would 
require employers to pav hrr;lrvr 
m+agcs anrl pmviilr other I~mr?I1' h. 

The event, orgajanizcd by Cic. LO- 
alition to  Support Domrstir W ~ r k -  
ers, called on ;\rIr)ntqornrry Co t~n tv  
Cnuncil member.; tr) pass a "l)i:l r)t 
r j~hts-  for householrl worker:: tha t  
woulrl require emplnprs to pav 3 
minimum ware ot Sl0.50 an hour 
anrl pro\<de two dam ofi a rve~k  ii 
requrqted. hcz!th in~urance, paid 
sick clays and paid I~olirla:.;. 

The ?ec'i~[ilion d ~ o  would Inr- 
hid rfiwnrr~~nat~iln and retaliation 
aa;iinst \1i0'4<'~1 lvhu cnmr)la~n and 
ztutburizc t:ic county's Cr?r"Snis- 
\inn on Hurnsn R i r r h t q  lo adiurli- 
rn:r c la im\  that workers' riqi~ts 

-. - > - - 

Cni:qt%l Cnqlnci' rnemker Gcorqc L. Leret.t%al :;rid t5c rarwsci! ~sm'f rParbr for a 
rlornc~tnc wor4exs hill, hu! kz pl;(ns a surwcy nn ?hear wor41~g cond+ions. 

mcstic tcnrk~rq qp~cinl  trentmenl," 
snlrl I':lirahrf 1 1  Kc vt*? nl Ct\Sb uf 
\ lxvlarid "T1's almut puttir~q dw 
Incv lr uwrkrrs on 1cvc.F xvit21 the 
vast mainritg n! ilnlrrican wnrkers. 
~EnJ . t l~ i r~q  Irw th;tt) what t h ~  law 
prr,vjrlc.c mcanr wr-'rt- nc)t rrsprct- 
1n4 t hrb work c ~ r  rlnrnwlic wotkcrs," 

rllr u1orkvr.i tlircctr~l nmqt of 
their irrr~~r~.~!  Ion ,r t c-[)~lni.jl \'icr 
Prvsitlvnt Gcorge L. I,cvc~r~th~I (D- 

At Large), who chairs the ci)uncil's 
Health and Human Services COIII- 
mittee. He held bearinrs on tht. 
ahuse of domestic workrrq in Frh- 
nlary, hut ~r.orkrr aclvncates have 
since ~ 0 u . n  frusfratcd witt i  what 
tllcv say has been a of action. 

Levcnrhal, who attended ye~ter- 
d:wbs ralIy, said hr I W ~  XVI-~TL  in^ 
rvir h the or.qanizers arir: ~r-arlts ' 8  I 

r c t  more information hcinrr 

porting the leqislntion. 
"1 arn nnlnc to) tet  a survey go- 

in< ol workiriq coriditionq of d ~ +  
mcst ic w*orkrr.i." Zevrnthal said. "I 
think the  cnncrmq arp wry teal. 
There has heen aht~sc oi rlornestic 
tvorkcrs, some case4 that approxi- 
mate slavery. Rut I don't knnw how 
widespread they are." 

In fluent Spanish, Leventhal told 
the packed community ccnter 
room that Ile does not believe "the 
County Council is ready right now 
for this hill. rrn going ta  spunsor a 
stucly of working conditions for dw 
nlcstic workers in Irtontgomen: I 
nwd you to have confidence in me 
now that workin< torlether, we can 
win." 

Nnnr~tltrlr~s. the room gew a 
11ftlr t rciy One man called out: 
"Yim h a w  not rummitted to any- 
thine." 

Orrranizcrs then asked h n -  
thal w . ? ~ t 7 1  her he tvouId support spe- 
c ~ i ~ v  part< of the hill oi rights, 
~ n a r k ~ n c  tiff hi< anqwcrs on fiiant 
pircr\  of psprr. They also pressed 
h ~ m  111 rivtl n definitivr timeline for 
~r.11r.n t ! l i t b  stlirl\r woi~ld hr tlrme. 

I,rv~%nt h:11 \air1 lltb l~rlirved it 

mnnt hq. 



 

authorize the 
rion nn Human X 
c:~ l r .  claim\ l?iat k 

havc- hren rriolalrd. 
I'hc cntherinq, heid a t  the I ~ n q

Branch I_'c>mmuni!v Center in Sil- 
ver Spring, ~ncludcd (estirnony 
from stvcral rjnmcctic nwrkrrs 
who uirl thr!. Imr 5uflrred on t h  
joh. 

The rally wax tht. latest attemp 
by donlestic worlwrr; to rai5 
awareness ahoitt thr conditions 
they work in, which t hrv 53ill (~Ifcn 
include long, lonely 1in~1t-5 frlled 
u~th ahusivc treatment. 

"When I started work, 1 rrrtw't 
respected," Gemanin Vcllascn %id 
tllrnuqh a translator. Velrlasco a i r 1  
shr uqq wnrkinq 53 hours a day 
ant1 making "$300 a month, ancl I 
wsn't qrtcior: health insurancr. 
Mhcn T Ha4 sick, what can I do 
with S300 a month? I had to bor- 
row money from friends." 

Cmnrn Oliva said through 
translator tha l  nhc worked "14 td 

16 hour3 a thy" when she startel 
as a domestic workcr. "I w s  earn- 
ing less than minimum wage," she 
said. She has ~ i n v r  rnovrrl into a 
better home where, she said, "'at 
least I have the minimum rights 
I'm able to get in thrs countp." 

Antnnia Pena %:id through a 
tranqlatnr that she sometimes cets 
sick and "I don7 cvcil lave limc to 
~0 to the doctor." She said that in 
addition to low wages and long 
hrllrr?, "pr;ycholndcally, I alw fact. 
mistrcatnicn t," 

Domcul i c  workers and immi- 
nant advncan n o u p s  that sup- 
port them mid rhr llill nf ri&ts 
doe4 nothinq morv than Garantcc 
the Mmc riqhth anti prr,ttct~ons 
that workers En nthrr iirlds SP 

wive. 
"This law is not about fi'iving do- 


